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Reviews and Notices of Books.
An Introduction to Dermatology. By NORMAN WALKER, MD.,

F.R.C.P. Edin., Assistant Physician for Diseases of the
Skin to the Royal Edinburgh Infirmary. Bristol: John

Wright and Co. ; London : Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton,
Kent, and Co., Limited. 1899. Pp. 247. Price 8s. 6d.

THIS work, the preface tells us, is practically a reproduc-
tion of the lectures given by the author during several years
in Edinburgh and is designed to aid in the systematic teach-
ing of dermatology in that city. It differs, however, in no
material respect from the already numerous elementary
works on diseases of the skin excepting in one particular,
which will be mentioned below. It goes over the same

ground much in the same way, though it contains through-
out a decided tinge of the modern German school of derma-
tology. The first chapter deals with Classification, Diagnosis,
and Treatment. The classification adopted is based with

slight modifications on that of Unna, who founds his group-
ing on the histological changes, and the teachings of this
observer are strongly reflected throughout the whole work.
Successive chapters deal with Anomalies of Sensation,
Anomalies of Secretion (and we may note in passing that 
seborrhoea is not included in this chapter but among
the infectious inflammations "), Anomalies of Circulation,
Traumatic Inflammations, Infectious Inflammations, New
Growths, Retrogressive Changes (i.e., Atrophies), Malforma-
tions, Saprophytes, and Anomalies of Pigmentation. The

largest part of the book, pages 71 to 205, is occupied by the
class which the author describes as " infectious inflamma.

tions," and this he divides into six groups: (a) inflammations
of the surface epidermis (cutaneous catarrh), such as scabies,
miliaria, sudamina, impetigo, pediculosis, ecthyma, eczema,
seborrhoea, psoriasis, several varieties of pityriasis, and
ichthyosis ; (b) inflammations of the deep epidermis (glands
and follicles), such as acne, sycosis, favus, ringworm,
alopecia areata, diseases of the nails, and lichen planus ;
and (c) inflammations of the corium, including erysipelas
(sero-fibrinous), furunculosis (purulent), anthrax (necrosing),
glanders, actinomycosis, and the granulomata which in-
clude syphilis, tuberculosis, leprosy, yaws, and mycosis
fungoides.

It is a bold step, though by no means unwarranted by the
facts, to include eczema among the infectious inflammations ;
but it is pure hypothesis to include in that group such con-
ditions as sudamina, ichthyosis, and lichen planus. A classi-

fication based on histological characters is not altogether
suitable for a students’ text-book. The subject of baldness,
for instance, is insufficiently dealt with, the only forms
described being alopecia areata and alopecia seborrhceica,
both under infectious inflammations. The author believes

(p. 120) with Unna that "psoriasi in all likelihood is the
extremely dry type of seborrhceic dermatitis," but he wisely
adds, " this is by no means generally admitted." This
latter statement is so true of the English school that it
would have been wise to adduce more reasons for its

acceptance than those given. The main argument advanced-
namely, that psoriasis " in a great many cases commences. on
the scalp"-is discounted by the extreme frequency with
which seborrhoea is found on the head of apparently healthy
persons, a fact which the author himself points out in
another part of the work (pp. 111 and 112) where he states
that in infancy seborrhoea is appallingly common." May
not the two diseases be concurrent ?
The pages devoted to the subject of general treatment are

perhaps the most useful in the book. Here the routine and
often perfunctory treatment by ointments is rightly con-
demned. There are, as Unna points out, four indications for I
the use of fats : (1) where the cutaneous fat is deficient

(e.g., in ichthyosis, dry eczema) ; (2) where the epidermis is
deficient in protective power (e.g., trade dermatitis) ;
(3) as vehicles for medicaments; and (4) as directly healing
agents. It is too often forgotten that the simple application
of grease to the skin is not without effect, even apart from the
fact that it prevents the natural evaporation, and that this
effect in some diseased states of the skin is positively
injurious. This is the case with many profusely weeping
and acutely inflamed eczemas. The mode of preparing zinc
and other gelatins is given and it would have been useful to
learn the indications for their use, as in the case of oint-
ments. The chief drawback to their more extended use
in England is the trouble involved in their preparation and
their application, which always devolves upon the practi-
tioner. In foreign countries, where it is not considered

derogatory for a physician to have a private hospital, such
applications and dressings can be deputed to a skilled

assistant, but in private practice or a consulting client&egrave;le it
is hardly possible to devote the necessary time.

In laying down general rules for diagnosis the author
, rightly insists that questions should be put simply. As an

illustration of this he says that in the case of urticaria, for
instance, the lesions should be referred to as " things like
nettle-stings." This phrase reminds us of a remark once
made by a well-known Cambridge professor who returned an

. essay to one of his pupils with the remark, "I like your

essay; but as to the things’ you so frequently refer to, are
. not things’ what we send to the wash ? " "

A brief general description of the morbid histology of the
= skin would have been very useful to the student and would

have made the subsequent chapters more intelligible, whereas
. words like "hyperkeratosis" used in the text (p. 13) and

"mytosis" (p. 89) are nowhere described or defined. The

, brief description of the histo-pathology of eczema is good
, and the parakeratosis of Unna-i.e., perverted cornifica-

tion of the epidermal cells-is well described. Eczema
is defined on page 86 as follows: "Eczema is the term

, commonly applied to any wet or scaly inflammation of

; the skin of the cause or nature of which the observer
! is ignorant," and the author thinks it desirable to preface
, this definition by the statement that "it is not intended
. to be sarcastic." As regards the varieties of eczema two

groups are recognised, lesional and regional. The lesional
varieties are erythematous eczema, cedematous eczema,

i papular eczema, vesicular eczema, pustular eczema, and

; scaly eczema. The regional varieties are those commonly
- given by authors. As regards the treatment of this
- malady the author holds an even balance between
&ecirc; the "internal" school who would treat all eczemas by
, diet and medicine and the "external" school who would

neglect these means. He does not agree with Unna in

, claiming that all eczemas are seborrhoeic. There are cases
; which are certainly eczema in which no seborrhoeic element
is recognisable, although the histological differences are
r apparently so slight that, paradoxical as it may seem, one
; description may suffice for both. In the description of
b pityriasis rubra (dermatitis exfoliativa) the author makes
; no reference whatever to the epidemic form of the malady,
and he lays quite an undue stress on the absence of infiltra-
l tion and thickening of the skin as a constant and diagnostic
i feature. Even Hebra, in his original description, refers to
r a "moderate inflammatory infiltration," and Kaposi and
l others describe" thickenings of the common integument."
I The new departure referred to above consists in the intro-

duction of 29 plates, about half of which are coloured. The
author deserves some credit for the courageous way in which

= he has attempted to provide his readers with the element of
colour in a work of moderate price (8s. 6d.) ; but it only

, shows how difficult it is to succeed in this direction without

great outlay. These plates must have involved considerable
i expenditure of time and money, but we are bound to say
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that the result is disappointing. The coloured illustra-
tion of acne (Plate XIII.) is extremely good, but the
other coloured plates are but poor representations of the
maladies which they are intended to represent. The coloured
Plate VIII. (psoriasis) might represent many diseases and
the uncoloured illustration of the same disease (Plate X.)
is infinitely better. Plate XII. (ichthyosis) is most unfor-
tunate and the colouring of Plate XIX. (lupus vulgaris) is
hardly that of the disease. In Plate XVI. (lichen planus)
the upper part is far too patchy and raised, but the little
illustration inserted below of a life-sized lesion is admir-
able. The uncoloured plates are for the most part
good, but many are too dark. There are 34 figures in

the text and these are, generally speaking, of a very dia-
grammatic kind. The spores of ringworm fungus, for

instance, stand out as black dots, having been reproduced,
probably, from a stained specimen; and it would therefore

give the student an erroneous idea of the distinctiveness of
these spores as ordinarily met with under the microscope.
Figure 25 represents the elements of the tricophyton fungus
as having rounded instead of truncated ends. In conclusion,
we must point out that a little more care in overlooking the
proofs would have prevented some inelegancies of diction
from appearing. 

___________
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Golden Rules of Psychiatry ByJAMES SHAW, M.D. R.D.I.,
Author of "Epitome of Mental Diseases." Bristol : John

Wright and Co. 1899. 16mo. Pp.74. Price 1s.-This is an
excellent little work which gives a considerable amount
of information on points to be remembered in the examina-
tion and diagnosis of insane patients. It refers concisely
to the main clinical forms of mental disease and makes

judicious and practical observations on the subject of

prognosis and on the terminations of mental diseases.

The advice given on the early treatment of mental
disease is praiseworthy. The work is from its very nature-

consisting as it does of &deg; rules " - dogmatic, but the

dogmatism is based on experience and a wide knowledge of
facts. The concluding remarks on certification are useful
and concise.

Pyo’l’’l’haea Alveolarig and its Relations to General Medicine.
By JOHN FITZGERALD, L.D.S. R.C.S.I. London: The

Medical Publishing Company, Limited. Pp. 57. In this

small volume the author gives a brief yet lucid account
of the condition termed " pyorrhaea alveolaris." His

description of the pathology of the disease would have

been more valuable if more facts had been given on
which to base certain statements. For instance, we read:
11 There is also a pyorrhoea of gouty origin, in which
the local necrosis of the peridental membrane is caused

by gouty disease of one of the blood-vessels in its

substance." Such a statement carries but little convic-
tion unless it is accompanied by a certain amount of

proof. He seems to accept, apparently without personal
investigation, the statement of Pierce that in cases occurring
in gouty subjects the concretions on the teeth near the
apices consist largely’of uric acid and urates. If we mistake
not Dr. Black was unable to corroborate this-statement and
others have found it difficult to demonstrate the presence of
urates in these deposits. The remarks on treatment are

good. Although the book adds but little or nothing to our
knowledge of this condition, it is extremely useful in

bringing together in a concise form the principal facts which
are at present known.

Dental Microscopy. By A. HOPEWELL SMITH, M.R.C.S.
Eng., L.R.C.P.Lond., L.D.S.R.C.S.Eng. Second edition.
London : The Dental Manufacturing Co. Philadelphia:
The S. S. White Dental Manufacturing Co. Pp. 200. Price
10s. 6d.-The present edition of this work is a great advance

upon the first. The subject-matter has been thoroughly
revised and chapters have been added on the preparation of
sections of the patho-histological tissues, on bacteriological
appliances and methods, &c., so that the student has as

complete a work on the subjects of dental histology and
patho-histology as he could possibly wish for. Dental

histology now forms part of the curriculum for the

L.D.S. Eng., so to students preparing for that examination
this book will be of much value.
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The Journal of Physiology. Edited by Sir MICHAEL

FOSTER, M.D.Lond., F.R.S., and J. N. LANGLEY, Sc.D.
Vol. XXIV. No. 6, August, 1899. London : C. J. Clay
and Sons. Price 6s.-Tbe first article in this number is

by G. N. Stewart, M.A., D.Sc., and Professor Torald

Sollman, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy in the Western
Reserve University, Cleveland, U.S.A., and is on the Pro-
teids of Muscle. The authors show by the method of frac-
tional heat precipitation that there are two proteids in

muscle-a true globular paramyosinogen and an atypical
globulin myosinogen-the former coagulating at about

from 45&deg; to 50&deg; C. and the latter at from 50&deg; to 65&deg; C.
Both pass readily into an insoluble modification,
myosin. Paramyosinogen is the more abundant in dead
muscle. No marked difference in the relative proportions
of the two proteids was observable in the muscles of
different animals or in different muscles of the same

animal, or in rigor mortis. The second article is by
Professor G. N. Stewart of the Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, U.S.A., on the Effect of the Molecular Concen-
tration and Electrical Conductivity of Muscle Extracts of
Removal of the Proteids. The third article is by W. B.
Warrington, M.D. Lond., and is entitled, " Further Observa-
tions on the Structural Alterations observed in Nerve Cells."
It deals with the alterations observed in the cells of the spinal
cord after section of the roots of the spinal nerves. The last
article is by F. W. Pavy, M.D. Lond., F.R.S., and is an
inquiry into the Effects on the Blood and Urine of the Intra-
venous and Subcutaneous Injection of Various Carbohydrates
standing in Relation to Animal Life. Dr. Pavy shows that
the sugar normally present in the blood does not consist

exclusively of dextrose.

FOREIGN UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE. - 2Mm  :
The title of Professor has been conferred on Dr. Karl Geb-
hard, privat-doeent of Gynaecology.-Be’l’n: Dr. Oesterle
has been recognised as privat-docent of Pharmacology.-
Bologna : Dr. C. Ghillini has been recognised as prizat-
docent of Orthopaedics.&mdash;Caeo Dr. Bronislas Kader of
Breslau has been appointed Professor of Clinical Surgery in
succession to the late Dr. Obalinski.&mdash;.’ Dr. Hugo
Starck has been recognised as privat-docent of Internal
Medicine.-Jena : Dr. Gumprecht has been promoted to an
Extraordinary Professorship of Forensic Medicine.&mdash;-Som-
berg : Dr. R. Pfeiffer has been appointed Professor of
Hygiene.&mdash;Z<&deg;em : Dr. G. Yelgersma of Arnheim has been
appointed Professor of Psychiatry.-Lund : Dr. Iver Broman
has been recognised as privat-docent of Anatomy and
Histology. - Pennsylvania (Ph&iacute;ladelphia): : Dr. John H.
Musser and Dr. Alfred Stengel have been appointed Pro-
fessors of Clinical Medicine; Dr. Judson Daland, Dr. Howard
Fussell, Dr. John K. Mitchell, and Dr. Frederick A. Packard,
Assistant Professors of Medicine ; and Dr. Gwilyam G.
Davis Assistant Professor of Topographical Anatomy.-
Rome: Dr. Angelo Becco has been recognised as privat-
docent of Topographical Anatomy and Operative Medicine ;
Dr. Giuseppe Norsa as privat docent of Ophthalmology; Dr.
Teodorico Rosati as privat-donent of Oto-rhino-laryngology;
and Dr. Gustavo Gasperini as privat-docent of Hygiene.-
tFM?’zM7’y ; : Dr. Wilhelm Weygandt has been recognised as
privat-docent of Psychiatry.


